
The  Lord euistt,th t l ~ r o l ~ g l ~  I~i~nscalf, out  of w h o ~ u  and through 
J T - ~ C I I I ~  2111 t h i ~ l g ~  were, and  are, ant1 ~ v i l l  be.-Hin~lu Siinstra, 500 

B. C. 
0 Spirit, o i ~ l y  seer, sole judge, light of the world, so11 of 

Prajnl~ati ,  spreatl thy r ays  and gather then! ! The light which is thy 
fairest form, I see it. I a u l  that iillnlortal person, Om !-Cpanis'lads. 
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The Theosophical Society, a s  such, is not responsible for any opiltion or  
declarathn lit this ?rzngazzize, @ whomsoever e-qressed, unless contained in an  
ojicial docrcnzenl. 

\f'hel-e any article, or statement, has the author's name attached, he 
alone is respansible, and for those which are unsigned, the Editor will be 
accountal~le. 

With this nunlber the third year O ~ T H E  PATH'S existence c o ~ n e s  to an  end. 
T h e  only definite rule we made in the conduct of the Jlagazine has been to 
treat all with fairness and calmness. l y e  have not indulged in flattery of any 
person, and liave endeavored as much as possible to keep personalities, 
whether adverse or othernise, out of our columns ; and with the result of tlie 
past year's \YOI.~< we have no  concern, because, that \\rorli having been 
done, it remains in the hands of the great law of K a ~ n l a  arid not in ours. 

I t  is with a trace of sorrow that we record the fact that the PATH has not 
been supported by subscribing theosophists, but mainly by those who are not 
members of the Society. l'liis is strange but true, and resembles another 
curious fact, which is that the Theosophical Publication Society of London, 
organized by theosophists, draws its subscribers and helpers from America. 
We have no hope of changing human nature now, and, knowing its tendency 
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to  materiality, we would never have brought out  this Magazine did we not 
have supreme faith in those Beings and forces controlling the destiny of 
nations and indi~.iduals, well knowing that They will see that these eRort.;, 
made for the cause of humanity, shall not be devoid of fruit. Tha t  desired 
fruit i i  not money or any nlaterial profit, but solely a change in the thoughts 
and ethics of the people. And nre would have all sincere theosophists of 
the same mind, to the end that they may work unceasingly for the cause of 
theosophy in the channel at present fixed by  JIasters-the Theosopliical 
Society, without hope of 1)rofit or n1;lterial reward, and, if possible, even 
without hope of any profit 11 I ia te~ el-. 

T o  those who l ~ v e  Ilelped us nit11 thougllts, wit11 means, and with pen, 
we estencl our  thanks ; we may  have enemies, but. as yet they have n ~ t  
made their appearance : to  them, if in existence, we tenclvr our sympathy, 
for fear is not a quality we posscss, and enmity we llold for none. 

Some of our readers have woncleretl I\ ha t  I S  the end ant1 wliat il-ioulcl be 
the watchwortis ; the end is truth and brotherliood ; the na!ch\vords, faith, 
courage, and constancj*. 

One night I seemed to see a great and populous country. I t  teemed 
with life and wealth, yet no  sound, no motion arose from it. I t  was a 
petrified land. Rich harvests turned the earth to gold, but no  reapers came 
forth. Fruits of the purple, the rose, and every splendid hue, weighted the 
orchard boughs, but not a hand was raised to pluck them. T h e  flo\vers 
shone unseen ; the dead air could not woo forth their perfume. T h e  waters 
had no  song; the birds, no  flight ; the clouds, no rain ; the sun, no  beams 
in that leaden atmosphere. T h e  march of the seasons was arrested. Never 
was land more fertile, more beautiful. I t  needed but the heart and hand of- 
man to continue its prosperity. High mountains, too, mere there, where 
the gods abode, hovering so near to  men that I cried aloud, to see these 
divine opportunities neglected or forgotten. 

I'ondering upon a sight so mournf~il,  I saw that the inhabitants of 
this country had all a strange 1;incl of mental atrophy which annulled all 
efforts, fi-ustrated every activit!.. Surrounded by everytliing \vliich conlti 
secure usefulness, happiness, and the fullest de\.eloprnent o f  tl~t'ir natures, 
they (lid fiat l i n o \ ~  Iio~v to set about securing these ends. Their ~nint is  
were under a spell. I n  an  intellectunl darliness, they were ciiml!. c o ~ ~ s c i o u s  
of their ivretcl~ed contlitic-)n, and called for seine one to come anti semo\.e 
thz torpor of their ~nincls, to tell tliein honr they ~ u i g h t  enter into tllis 

splentfid Life and possess it. , I t  times they did what work the! must, t l ~ e n  
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sank into quiescence again, while the glory of Life seemed to taunt and 
mock them. I n  truth it did not do this. These glorious opportunities 
n-ere there to urge them on, but could not rouse them. 

T h e  anguish of this paralyzecl and waiting multitude was so great, 
that I too I q a n  to share their pain and their expectancy as I looked on, 
and I calied aloud ansiousl!., * '  i l i i l l  no one come to help them ? "  

Somr: unseen person promptl! answered me, " Helpers have already 
set ~711t 1i)r this country, which is called ' 'I'he Future.'" " MTill they soon 
arri1.e .; " I asked. AIy informant replied, " Looli, and judge for your- 
self. " 

--It this I felt impelled to turn arountl, and saw great masses of clouds 
l,real;i~~g open before me, maliing a rifi through which I could look. T h e  
view was so misty that I understood, in some mj-stic way, that I was about 
to see into tlie Past. What I perceived was a long railwaj, train starting on  
a journe!, to some very distant point. 'I'here was great confusion about 
it. Some of the travellers were leaning out of the slowly moving train, 
gesticulating towa'i-ds huge piles of luggage left behind. Others were 
endeavoring to turn the air brakes. Some had reached the engineer, and 
were arguing brisl;ly, urging him to stop the train or to go back. 11any 
others slept, and by their feveriyh rest I could see that their thoughts were 
on the baggage vans. bleanwhile, back in the station, were travellers ab- 
sorbed in checking and marking their luggage, or wandering about half 
dazed, trying to find their personal effects, and to keep them distinct from 
the rest. People n-ere arriving, too, in a constant stream, belated by their 
overladen coaches, and, in far homes, I saw others bustling hither and  
thither, packing and repacking. All of these were so absorbed that they 
did not know the hour was past, or that the train had set out for the land 
where they were all bound to go. 

" -\re these the helpers ? " I asked. M y  unseen friend said that they 
were. 

" But why d o  they not make haste when they are so sorely needed ? " 
" You see they are~vil l i t~g enough, but their luggage detains them." 
" Could the)- not do with less, and arrange it more rapidly ! or even 

discard mucll o i  it, which seems to consist of mere personal luxuries fos- 
tered by habit ? " 

"'I'liey could indeed, but this they do not understand." 
"Alnt i ,  will n o  one reach that unfortunate country,"? I exclaimed. 
"Yes ; the train will arrive there, but it will be detained. And many of 

the people in it are so liarassed by tlieir thoughts of their lost or strayed 
l u g g , ~ ~ e ,  or so preoccupied in keeping it together, that they will not be 
able to set to ~vorl; promptly on their arrival. Thus  they will not resist the 
peculiar lethargy \vl-ijch preiails in that land, and they will swell the num- 
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hers of the unfortunates, ~ ~ l i o ,  like them, a~iginallj- stc1ltcd out  hoping to 
reach a llappj. Future." 

" ;ire t h e ~ e ,  then, no  persons of clear ant1 unencurnbeled minds," I 
asked, " who can be of use to the lest? " 

" Indeed there are, but they are comparatively few, and are sval- 
lowed up  in that great cron d. There in the train you may see an occa- 
sional traveller who is tranquil, whose thought is fixed upon his errand. 
There are such also in the city, and they are putting forth all their stlength. 
Who shall say n-hetlier they can d o  m u c h ?  What is needed is that the 
great majolity of men should try with one accord to think of T h e  Future, 
to  prepare to enlighten and flee it. The). cannot attain the great prizes 
here and now, but they can do something; they can prepare for it." 

This person spoke so quietly that his even tones annoyed me. " And 
you," said I,  "you appear to take all this suffering and possible disaster 
very coolly. T o  thinlr that a land so fertile, one \vitli such glorious, and 
even divine possibilities through its Humanity, should lie extinguished in 
darkness because of the delays of these travellers ! I t  is enough to break 
any heart." 

" I  am not 'cool,' as you say, but I am calm. I am obliged to be, for 
I have seen this sight for many an age ; I shall see it for many more. I n  
all time the sad lesson repeats itself, and Time is one. What you have 
seen is what talres place age after age. T h e  waiting races are al~vays de- 
layed by the impediments of those n h o  start out to reinforce and to help 
 then^." 

( 'And what luggage is this that they cherish so much as to let it 
stand bet~veen them and their highest impulses, their noblest endeavor? 
Why d o  they not cast it aside ? " 

"?'his luggage is needed by every traveller if he would not arrive in 
that distant country utterly helpiess, to be himself a burden to the com- 
munity. l<noiv the tiuth, mv friend. This luggage which every man ancl 
woman carries is the r~/jzd. They cannot cast it away. \\'hat they need to 
d o  is to  set i t  in order; to cast all useless thoughts and energies, all per- 
sonal mental habits aside; to concentrate and strengthen it ; above all, to 
hold it in readiness to start on the journey to the Future, so that when they 
arrive they may at once begin, without loss of time, to redeem and lift that 
Age. Then the journey will be more s\viftly made ; then there will be no 
such long waits between stations, no obstructing of trains. I and com- 
panions are set apait to  endeavor to teach men this ; we learned it througti 
our own experience many cycles ago. And in )'OUT age as in ouls, men are 
slow to comprehend ; slo~ver even, for in yours the darkness has settled 
down like a pall. Yet I-Tope is the very nature of Life itself, and hence, 
we hope." 
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H e  said n o  nlore to me then, and the vision came to an end. I saw 
how true was all that I had heard, and each day bears fresh witness to its 
truth. 

T h e  mind of man is a tremendous Force, capable of engendering 
nlany enerqies, of various glades, coriela~ing and interacting. T h e  highest 
of these act on ever? plane : the lover upon loiver planes only, where they 
tend to beget obstructive consequences by, so to say, intensifying or thick- 
ening-condensing too-the one substance of which all things are made, 
into gross and material strata, which greatly impede the entrance of higher 
force to our plane, and isolate it and us by degrees. 

II'hat then determines the quality of a mental energy, so that it be- 
comes of a " high '' or " low " order ? Its relation to the personal self de- 
termines it. T h e  free will of man has its point of departure in the mind. 
H e  can generate thoughts ~vhich, by concentration upon or relation to the 
self, tend to contract his sphere (in more senses than one), and to preserve 
his Being intact in the life of separateness Or tie can evolve thoughts 
\vhich relate to the whole world ; ~vliich flo1v out towards the Unity, and, 
by their action and interaction upon the highest folces, a part of which 
they are, tend to dissolve his personal life as such, to unite all his principles 
to their cosmic sources, and reveal the beauty, power, and \visdom of 
Ijeing to hi.; enraptured soul. 

Very many of US call find but little nrorli to do for Humanity, though 
jvorli is here, pressing enough, tangible enough. But circumstances of 
iron control m~lny, and these are Karma. What each one can do, how- 
ei.er, is to p u ~ i f y  the mind, and to develop in it such affinities, such tend- 
encies and habits, as may be drawn up into the higher nature. These, 
then, 11111 guide our soul's course after cleath, leading the Ego to reincar- 
nate there n here ~t can at once begin the work for Humanity. T h e  pre- 
dominating love spun by our nature is like the stray e11d of the spider's 
web, cast loose u ~ ) o n  the air. It reaches across to some branch to which it 
instantly adheres, and upon it the Ego, the mysterious weaver of Life's 
\\.el), crosses the gulf ive call Death, anti finds each life in strict coiitinuity 
with the preceding one. 

These few thoughts cannot be better illustrated, or more fitlj- closed, 
than by an extract from a private letter written by M. P. Dlavatsky: 

" \Vhat is this about the soldier not being free ? Of course no  soldier 
can be free to move about his phj.sical body wherever lie lilies. But n11at 
has the esoteric teaching to d o  with the nufzon~-d mall r' A soldier may be 
stucl; to his sentry-box like a barnacle to its ship, and the soldiel's E g o  be 
free to go  where it lilies, and think what it likes best. * * No man is re- 
quired to carry a burden heavier than he can bear, nor do more than it is 
possible for him to do. * * If one cannot, owing to circumstances or 
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his position in life, become a full adept in thisexistence, let him prepare liis 
mental luggage for the nest, so as to be ready at the first call, \\.hen lte is 
once more reborn. TIThat one has to d o  before h z  pledges himself irsetrie1.- 
a l~ly,  is to probe one's nature to the bottom, for self discipline is based on 
self Iinowledge. I t  is said somewhere that self-discipline often leads one 
to  a state of self-confidence \vhich becornes vanity and pride in the long 
run. I say, fool is the man \\;ho says so. 'I'his may happen only when 
our motives are of a nrorld1~- character, or selfish. Otlterwise, self-confi- 
dence is the first step to that kind of WILL rvhich mill malie a n ~ o u n t a i ~ i  
moire. 

' T o  thine own self be true, 
And it must follo~v, as the night the day, 
Thou cans't not then be false to any man.' 

" T h e  cluestion is \vliether Polonius meant this for worldly n~isdom, or 
for occult linomledge : and, by ' own self,' ttiejtlse Ego (the terrestial per- 
sonality), or that spark in us ~vliich is but the reflection of the One Vni- 
versa1 Ega." 

I t  appears, then, that our best course of action is to get our mental 
luggage ready, and especially to free it from the thcught of self, or the " ter- 
restial pelsonality " living in a dream of sepal-ation. 

1. C'AJII-'BELL TIER PLASCE;. 

A very great difference is to be observed between the condition of the 
treasury of our society, especially of the East Indian section, and that of 
almost any religious sect in'either Europe or America. Enormous sal- 
aries are paid to celebrated ministers of the Methodist, Unitarian, Presby- 
terian, and Congregational Churches; millions of dollars are donated for 
keeping u p  the expensive missionary establishments that convert nobocl!- in 
India, wliile their home secretal-ies accumulate property out of the savings from 
the compellsation paid for tloing the Lord's \vorl< at home, while tlie \ ~ o l l i  
of the Theosophical Society is carried on by a few who have but small 
means. And that ttie churches 11a1.e funds is n o  proof that they are in tile 
right, nor are we slio\vn to 11e wrong because we have little wealth, or 11e- 
cause those in the ~vorld who have it do not offer means to us. I f w e  
argue strictlj~ on the lines laid down by Jesus, the founder of Ch1istianit~-, 
then the conclusion is inevitable that the churches are not doing his worl;, 
for, poor himself, lie commanded his disciples and apostles to go n-it11 n o  
money in their purses and to talie no  thought for tlie morrow. 
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T h e  reason tor our pol-erty is not far to seeli. I t  lies in this, that we 
offer no dogmatic creed, and, insteati of leading men by definite statements 
of what exact]!- they must believe, we try to malie them stand upon their feet 
and exercise their reason unawed b)- supe~stitious theories. Long ago the 
leaders of the society could liave filled its coffers to overflowing, had they 
choben to pander to weal; and \vealthy persons who \\rill pay for the pr~vi- 
lege of being led l ~ y  the nose. Even in the United States, if we had set up  
a new Buildhist Church, many members would have come into its folds and 
plenty of money filled the Treasury. l3ut such a policy should never find 
lodgn~ent  in tlie minds of  our members. l'iiere is a curse attendant upon 
mane!-. JTery few are born with the ability to accumulate wealth who at 
the same time have not a love for it or a large estimate of its power, for the 
Karma that gives them the abil~tv carries with it the other qualities generally 
found in wealthy men, impelling them to require something in return for 
expenditure; in the churches, the return they receive is a measurable assur- 
ance of happiness after death. 

So i t  is found that the Theosophical Society is poor in money, but rich 
in effort, and we can safely sap that no movement of the past few centuries 
has ever made without money such strides in fourteen pears as ours. 

And from this date it is likely that the society will be poorer than ever 
in India, for at the Convention held there last December, the Indian section re- 
solved to abolish all fees in India, depending upon donations of money for its 
support there. I t  remains to be seen whether hereafter the Indian Section 
will be lielped by members and sympathizers in the same way that other 
missionary bodies are assisted. 

AND 

I t  is the Utopia of every dreaming Socialist to found a Kingdom of 
Heaven upon earth, though his means of attaining it may be somewhat 
different from the peaceful formation of groups of individuals bent on real- 
izing a higher life ; but surely more appreciation of existing facts and pos>i- 
bilities is shown even by the religiollists who declare that their kingdom is 
not of this world ! 

That  our race .map and will evolve the perfect state is an  occult fact, 
but that evolution will take countless aeons of time, during \vhicli the race 
will inhabit other and more ethereal planets than the present material world, 
to correspond with the more ethereal bodies which the race will gradually 
assume, and it will only be after countless weedings-out, during \vllich the 
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great majority will he left behind to carry on such lives as they are fitted for, 
that the remnant of elect souls \{?ill realize the perfect state of ter~estrial he- 
i n s  (between which and the perfect state of transcorporeal being there will 
then be but the thinnest vail), the general conditions of which state render 
it perfectly impossible for us to make any comparison with the present, for, 
amongst other changes, the sexual passion will then be non-exlstent, for the 
Humanity of the sixth and great seventh round will have reverted to tlie 
androgj,nous tj7pe of their far-off ancestors of the first round, which to-day 
is buried in the depths of prehistoric time, while we of the fourth round, 
who are \vallowing in the vely nadir of m~terinlity, are naturally removed 
by the whole dianietsr of the circle alike from the first and the seventh. 

But  we now approach the 1;ernel of the whole question. What is bred 
in the bone comes out in the flesh. Like the sportsman n.ho by the most 
curious perversion of logic (perhaps not altosether to be wondered at in a 
bucolic intellect), and gloq-ing in his very shame, defends the brutality of 
slaughter, or the cruelty of hunting an animal to death, on the ground, for- 
sooth, that the courage of the l~urnan animal is tlierel)!. fed and increased 
(as if true courage could not be kept u p  without !ll.utaliry I). so ttle nlan 
who has been brought up to lliestern wa!-s of tliinlcing not 0111!- fails t(:) real- 
ize the very first axiom of' true tllought, l ~ i ~ t ,  with the perverted idea of his 
race, glories in his ver-J. shame, for he exalts action above meditation. Tliis 
is the idea strongly tln-elt on in man!. passages of tlie l~ool; before us. 7'1iis 
is tlie rift in the lute that spoils all the mubic. 

The  ryestern nations ha\ ing reached what heig tits they have through 
action chiefly, it is n o  great wonder that their representative sons should 
bow down before the goddess ~ ~ l i o  has ennobled them, but that one who, 
like the author o f  Sclntlfic IZelig~hrz, has received so much t ~ u e  inspiration, 
should not in this also have been rightly guided, is a problem for psj.cholo- 
gists to explain. 

The  right untlerstanding of meclitation and action is the great subject 
with whicli the IIhaglzzlnd-Glilz-ttiat hol!, boo1;-begins and ends. 'I'nro 
quotations on tlie subject of action will demonstrate its scope and object. 
T h e  first is fi-on1 cllapter VI. 

" 1:y worlis the votary dot11 rise to Saint. 
~ l n d  SaintsIlip is the ceasing fro111 all works." 

The  second is from chapter SVIII .  
" Iietter thine own worl; is, though (lone with fault, 

Than doing others' tvork, ev'n excellently. 
He shall not fall in sin who fronts the task 
Set hi111 by Nature's hand ! Let no man leave 
His natural duty, Prince ! though it bear blame ! 
For every work hath blame, as every flame 
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Is wrapped in smoke ! Only that man attains 
Perfect surcease of work whose work was wrought 
\Yith mind unfettered, soul wholly subdued, 
Desires forever dead, results renounced." 

No ordinary nlan can escape from action, for, while desire of action 
remains, action is being clone,--if not on the material, still on the mental 
plane. ;incI again it is written in chapter 111, verse 4,"A man does not 
attain to freeciom fro111 action by not engaging in action merely, nor is the 
perfect state g'lined bx simple abandonment of action. " 

Ijut i t  is one thing to perform all actions that duty enjoins, looking for- 
ward to the time when all earthly actions will have been performed, and 
w11en dilty \\.ill 110 longer call ; it is another and very diferent thing to glory 
in the action, to blindly imagine that any action we can possibly perform is 
the " worthy and laudable service " wllich is required of us. 

'I'he sympathetic relief of ph!.sical suffering is a-ell ; the teaching by 
which man's mental horizon is nidenetl and man's moral nature is elevated 
is better. They both form worthy preludes to the higher goal. ljut best of 
all is to beconze part of the spiritual pabulum by which Humanity lives, and 
the very first step on the path that leads to this stupendous result is medita- 
tion ; in other words, the detachment fiom all the ephemeral interests of 
life,-jvhich detachment disp1aj.s itself by perfect equanimity in good and 
evil fortune, the centering of all thought on the Supreme, until thought 
itself drops off and the soul is face to face with Deity. 

I t  will be apparent in the above that the " service of man " is the key 
note throughout, but the " service of man " and  \\That is more or less accu- 
rately described as the " Worship of God " must go hand in 'nand, until they 
finally become one and identical. I t  is this final unity which we desire to  
bring into prominence. Service on the physical plane is good ; service on the 
mental or psychic plane is better ; the altruistic effort involved in both requires 
the impulse of the higher worship as a goal. But  with the culmination of 
worship comes the culnlination of service, for they are merged in one. When 
the self as n e  understand it is annihilated, when the soul has been able to en- 
dure the transcendent vision of Itself as Deity, ~vhen difference no longer es- 
ists and the one is mergetl in the All, the store-house of spiritual energy 
is thereby replenishetf, and all Humanity receives an impulse that raises 
them a step nearer the Divine Union also,-nay furthel-, the Di~ . ine  
impulse after passing through man descends to vivify the lower creation. 
T h e  whole Universe is thrilled by i t !  

A11 are capable of the lower service ; many are capable of the higher ; 
few are yet fit for the highest. Each one is bound to serve according to 
his powers, and, following this law, the service which seems worthiest for 
the nrriter, who can certainlj- lay claim to nothing beyond the singlemincled- 



?less of an arclent ancl a.;l,iring 1)ot deeplly passion-stai~lrcl man, is to con- 
vince if ~>os;ihle an u~~l)t.iie\.ir:g wet-lcl of the esister~c:c i-)f t l~a t  at once 
higi~est sel-\.ice and 11iglie.;t n ,~ssh ip .  which t11e ~.ciigious have materiali~ed 
and tle:.t.aded, and wliic11 :lie a ~ n o s t i c s  ignorc. 

II'hen it is realized that, for ttie attainment of true meditation, the n.liole 
nature require< to be transforrne(1, the Il'ill 1)egins to rnalce the attempt. 
T11ough as llatttien ,irilolcl pitilily puts it, 

" 'Tasks in hours of insight will'd 
Can be through hours of gloonl f~~lfilled," 

it yet seems too much of a miracle to permanentl~. change the nature, to in- 
duce altruism in tile selfish man, or purity in the lustful, let alone humility 
in the proud, for this ldst (pride) being an attribute of spirit is necesia~~l!  
far deeper seated than the surface blemishes of the ph~s ica l  nature. 'The 
Poet truly wrote, " Pride is ttie last infirmity of noble minds " : and, indeed. 
it can be, and often is, used as a means of euno1)ling the nature, and purg- 
ing it of the grosser taints of the body. 

'This permanent change of nature will not 1il;ely be effected in an orili- 
nary man in one life time,---rather will it ~ecluire the concentrated energ! of 
many life times on the " G ~ e a t  (Juest," but the first step tonard it i l l ~ s t  lje 
the recognition of the t~ uth, the realization of ttie suI)reme clesitabil~ty of the 
state to which true meditation leads, and the I;nowle(lge that action impelled 
by desire in one life can only eventuate in similar action in the nest, and 
that the onlj- wise action to perfor~n is that \\hich looks for no reward, that 
which is dij~o-iated from all ic-le~ of self,-in fact, sucii a c t ~ o n  as is preaclied 
from beginning to end of the Rhirg~z~nt?-Gii(z. 

We often hear it stared that a nlan is better than his creed, and it is a 
blessed thing for I-Tumanity that the moral nature is sometimes able to  with- 
stand the de1)asing effect o f  the dire creeds of the churches, but the aitnle-+- 
ness of  even the best moral nature ~vtiicti acts Ifithout I;no\vledge muit  be 
replaced b!- the distinct realizat~on of the goal to be aimed at. "'The first 
good level is Right Doctrine : " and t i l l  t t ~ e  pervertetl notion of the ~vorthi- 
ness in itself of any ea I thly act disappears from rlie mind, and some fiint 
conception of  the s u b l ~ m e  state we aim at takes its place, no  further advance 
seems possible. 

H e  niust intleed be a. devotee of a very blind optimism who can con- 
template the hideous results of action in this vaunted civilization, and can 
still expect that, without a cataclysm in which thewhole vile thing sliall be 
swept away, any gradual evolution can bring a reformed state. For he sees 
around him a fair country b1,lcl;ened and marred by belching furnace-fires 
and the never-ending grind of machinery, the still more awful tumult of 
the fevered rush of the competing inultitudes, and, worse than all, the continu- 



ally increasing de,y~ailation of tile lives of the toilers, Ivitli every sign that all 
these e\.ils ale -;te~ciil!. on tlie increase. 

?'lie stor!. of lI,\~-tlln a n d  liar! is a standing protest against our deifica- 
tion of xc~i011. " lI~l.tI13, -1Tartlia, tliou art careful and troubled about 
man!. tllin:,.~ : but one tiling is lleeiljul ! " ; and many other similar sayings 
of the :reat 'Ienclier might 1)e (ltloteii, 1)ut the churches called after liis name, 
and ~vliose re~)~ .esen t~~t i \ , e s  have become as a rule "mere echoes of the 
~ v c ) r l i l ' s '  sel~-seel~in:;',)' have been reduced to accept the world's apologetic 
theor!- t t i ~ t  the teacl~ings o f  Christ are incapable of practical application,-- 
indeecl, as the author of Sc-lc?ltcjc X~Zc~qlo~z ~ ~ o i ~ l t s  out, the present state of 
things in Europe lias absolutely made them so. 

But though the literal application of Christ's teaching has become an 
impossibility in the bT7est, there are still spots on the earth's surface where 
tlie fever of the modern life has not yet reached, nliere tlie lust of wealth 
and 1 u s u ~ - t h e  Gods or Demons whom the \\.*est worships-lias n o  power 
to  quiclien the pulses in many a quiet household, whose inmates 1ia1.e at 
least inherited from their nobler ancestors a juster appreciation than is met 
with in the 'I'irest, of the ephemeral character of life, and a \vorshiping re\.er- 
ence for those who are capable of true meditation. 

If the so-called Christian Churches, instead of steeping their hands in 
the blood of tortured victims and rivaling Princes in the lust of 
conquest, had taught the Brotherhood of man that Christ believed in, it 
would not to-day have become in practice an  unthinkable proposition, and 
we sliou'd not nonT be looking for\~arcl to the possibility of a social catastro- 
phe wliich is too awful to contemplate. But surelj. the outcome of our 
present civilization, tlie steadily increasing accentuation of both poverty anii 
wealth-which indeed co~lstitutes the source of danger-, malies it apparent 
that :he c u ~ )  of iniquity is rapidly fillin7 to the brim I 

Nay, rather let us avoid adding more than is absolutely enjoined by 
duty to this fevered rush of existence. Let us remember alnlays that in our 
true self we are the spectator only and that all action is but tlie result of the 
" Qualities " ; so let us gradually transcend the " Qualities." And realizing 
that the Divine inner Self-the goal of our great endeavor-ever abides in 
the true lleaven, " let us in heart and mind thither ascend, and with l i im 
continually dwell." 

" Only by Soul itself 
'( Is soul perceived-when the Soul wills it so ! 

'I'here shines no  light save its own light to show 
Itself unto itself! " 

' '  None compasseth 
Its joy who is not wholly ceased from sin, 
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llTho dwells not self-controlled, self-centred-calm 
Lord of himself! It is not gotten else ! 
Brahm hath it not to give ! " 

S S * : *  * * 
'' IIeditate ! 

There shines no  light, save the Soul's light, to sho117 ! 
Save the Soul's light ! '" 

PILGRIJI. 

T h e  query often arises among 'I'heosophists, What can n.e d o  in the 
way of " practical " nrorl; ? 1 1 0 ~  can we best advance the principles we 
follo~v ? A notable movement has recently beguri to take shape, ant2 to  
many it will afford an answer to this q u e s t i ~ n ,  for i t  is a m o ~ e m e n t  that in 
its working goes a long way in the di~.ection of the broacl, basic principle 
of Theosophy-the Universal Brotherhood of >Ian : the first needed step 
for disciples of our faith, and without which all occult leanings but take 
the wanderer swiftly along the left-hand path. 

This moven~ent is in the shape of Nationalist Clubs which it is pro- 
posed to organize throughout this country, " to promote the nationalization 
of industry and thereby the brotherhood of humanity," in the words of 
their declared ol~jects. " T h e  principles that govern the civilized world to- 
day are those of competition, by which each man's hand is lifted against 
his neighbor, each striving for advantage at the cost of the other, so that it 
is impossible to make the noble, ethical standards which our so-called 
Christian society professes to follow, anything more than hypocritical pre- 
tensions. Strive as we may, we cannot take active part in the ~vorld's life 
to-day, and carry our precepts into practice." 

No\v the Nationalists come forward and say : " Not only is the present 
order based upon bad morals, and therefore responsible for nearly all the 
crime anc-l misery that snrround us, but, like all that fol1on.s bad mor-als, it 
is bad policy. ?'he essential friction of competition is inesl~rersil)l!. n.aste- 
ful, and if men would turn around and ~vol-I; together, illsteat1 of n.orl;ing 
against each other ; if they rvould mutually "lelid a Ilai~d,"~iilsteacl of 

striving to pull and push each other c1on.n ; there would be al)uiidai~ce 
~vhere there is now destitution, liappir~ess and enligl~tenmeiit ~ \ l l e re  tllerc 
is non- woe ant2 tla1.1;ness. 

1 Fro111 the Second Valli of the Katlla Upanishad, translated by  Eclwin Arnold under the title of 
"The Secret of Death." 



Every sign of tlie tiriles indicates that this is the road which mankind 
must take, and the question only is whether we shall enter upon the way 
intelligentl?., or roam blincllj- and with much suffering until we stumble 
upon it. 'The n-a!- to acconlplish tliis end is naturally through the instru- 
mentality of tlie Sation, the great entity of the people-tne h'ation, that 
onl!- exists at all t t ~ r o ~ i g t ~  tlie 111orl;ing together, to some degree, of the 
pecbple cc)mposing it. 'I'lie purpose of Kationalism is, as the word indi- 
cates, the  clevelopment of the present imperfect, embryotic Nation into the 
coniplete organism \\-hose potelitialit!, is intlicated by the existing rudi- 
ments. I11 the latter consummation itie national organization will be the 
instrulnentality for the accomplishment of ever!.tliing that men can (10 
better by ~vorliing independentlj. in unison than independently as indi~. id-  
uals. 'I'lie possible objection of some 'I'heosoj)hists that maj- be raised- 
" IYhy sllould I confine my activities to a Nation? 3 l y  country is the 
worlcl-therefore, \vhy not " I n t e l - n a t i ~ a l i s  ? " can be ans\~ered that the 
practical application nlust necessal-ily 11egin \\-it11 tlie Nation, ancl then, 
with individuals acting liarmonious?! together as a Nation, we shall lial-e 
the  Nations also acting in harmonyas larger indit.itiuals in the great Sat ion 
-the world. Harmony in tlie parts produces harmony in the whole. 

'I he lieynote to this movement was struck by Edward Bellamy's re- 
marlial~le booli, " Loolcing Tlack~~lnrd," tlie moat important novel of the 
century since " Uncle 'I'om's Cabin." T h e  b001i has made a profound im- 
pression in all directions. I t  goes forward to the year 2,000,  and " loolii~lg 
bacliwarci " on this age, it puts in strong contrast the life of that time with 
the sad conditioils of to-day. I t  is more than a novel; it depicts in tlie 
guise of fiction, a practical and desirable working basis for society. I t  is 
the realization to a great extent of theosophical ideas upon the ordinary 
plane of life. Orily under such conditions as it depicts, could our princi- 
ples receive universal acceptance. Says Dr. Leete, of the 20th century, to 
Mr. West, the young man who has awakened out of the I 9th : " If I were 
to  give you in one sentence, a liey to what may seem the mysteries of our 
civilization as compared with that of your age, I should say that it is the fact 
that the solidarity of the race and the brotherhood of man, \vhich to you 
were but fine phrases, are, to our thinking and feeling, ties as real and as 
vital as physical fraternity." One of the chapters is clevoted to a notabie 
sermon, in which the great change \vrouglit in society is reviewed and ac- 
counted for as the reaction of a changed environment upon human nature. 
" I t  means merely that a form of society which was founded on the pseudo 
self-interest of selfishness, and appealed solely to tlie anti-social and brutal 
side of human nature, has been replacetl by institutions based on the true 
self-interest of a rational unselfishness, a n d  appealing to the social and 
generous instincts of men. friends, if you would see men again the 
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beasts of prey they seetned in the nineteenth century, all you liave t o  d o  is 
to restore tlie olci social and industrial system, which taught them to ~ i e n .  
their natural prey in their fellon.-men, and find their gain in the loss of 
others." 

T h e  significance of the following passage will surely not be lost to 
Theosophists : " T h e  enfranchisement of humanity in the last century, 
from mental and physical absorption in \\rorking and scheming fur the mere 
bodily necessities, ma!. be regarded as a species of seconcl birth of the race, 
without which its first 1)irth to an existence that 1va.s but a burden would for- 
ever have remained unjustified, but whereby it is now abundantly vindi- 
cated. Since then humanity has entered on a new phase of spiritual de- 
velopment,, an  evolution of higher faculties, the very existence of n.hich in 
human nature our ancestors scarcely suspected." 

X passage like the foregcbing, as nell as the whole noble tone of the 
nrorlr, stamps 11s. 13el!amy as a natural 'Ilicosopliist. 'The occultisn~ of the 
other stories which he has written has been alluded to in pre\,ious issues of 
THE PATH. 

It is a favoral~le omen that the pioneer Naticnalist Club lias t~een  or- 
ganized in Boston, the birthplace of the iirne~.ican Sat ion,  and also of tlie 
moverllellt that resulted in the abolition of ncgro sla~er!.. \\'lien industrial 
slavery is abolisliecl human freedom will first be realized. It is also siqnifi- 
cant that several earnest ?'heosophists should have been drawn to tlie move- 
ment at the start, and there encountered o t h e ~ s  theosophically inclined. 
T h e  change may be nearer than many thinl;. T h e  end of a cj.cle is at 
hand. 'I'lle wheel of evolution is revolving rapiclly now. It may be otl- 
served that the end of the Krli J i ~ g a ,  a r ~ d  the dawning of the aSe whose 
conditions shall evolve the Sixth Race upon our continent, have not been 
predicted for the distant future. Changes for ~vhicli scores of cel-~turies 
have slowly been prep-iring, may be accomplished in a few sn-ift-fl!.in;r 
\.ears when tlie conditions are once ripe. 51~.\-~1srs. 

( Coi~lzizz~~tJ f i-om J'idrz~tliy,.) 

I v. 
Deul- -fizspel- ; 

It  is a great advance that !.ou hear the bells, which few hear, anti e1.i- 
dence that you ate n.here yo11 can hear them; that is a great deal intieetl. 
D o  not look for the voice of the bells, but regard the i&ns nl-iich thereupon 
come into the head, and apply to them the touchstone of your own Soul, 
just as you advised B. The fact that you feel " dead" is something jou 
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should not worry al,out. It  is 1il;ely tliat yo11 are under the operation o f  a 
law nhicll prevails in natul-e, that you will find referred to in an article in 
PATH ,IfaSazine for -4pri1, '86, Page I 4. I t  is that the soul goes to a new 
place or new surrountlin_~.; and becomes silent there awhile-what you call 
"dead "-and dra\vs strength there, begins to get accustonled to its new 
surrounding;, after \vhich it begins to move about. 'I'his is seen in ordinary 
life in the bCisl~fulness of a t~oy.  'l'liat is, the bashfi~lness is the shyness felt 
in ne\v surroundings, and is just what happens when the soul goes to a 
ne\v place or into nenr surroundings. There can be  n o  loss or detriment 
to our efforts. Every aspiration higher brightens u p  the road connecting 
the higher and lower self. No doubt of that. I t  is not zejhnt is done, bu t  
the spirit in ~ i ~ h i c h  the least thing is done that is counted. Hear  the 
~ o r d  of the Master 

" H e  who does the best he 1;11on.s how and that he c'in do, does enough 
fur 'I'hem." 

T h e  mere fact that a man appreciates these truths and feels tliese as- 
pirations is proof that he is on the right road. I t  is \veil to treacl it ;~ZOTU.  

\TTe will not always live. Death must come. How much better then to 
embrace death ~ i ~ h i l e  t11us at work than to swerve off only to be brought up  
with suddenness in after lives. Immediate rebirth is for those who are al- 
\\,~!-s \vorl;ing with their hearts on AIaster's nroi-k and free from self interest. 

T h e  one Spirit is in all, is the property of each, therefore I t  is al~vays 
tliere, al\vays with us, and, by reflecting on that, little room is left for sorronr 
or deluzion. If we believe that the soul of all is measured by the whole of 
T ime  and not by a p u t ,  then we care not for these rnoments ~vhicll relate 
alone to our body. If we live in our hearts we soon prove that space a n d  
time exist 11c)t. Nothing foreign to )laster e n t e ~ s  tliele; our faults are not 
tliere. ?'lie heart reaches H i m  al\vx!rs, and nu doubt H e  replies. H e  does 
I l;llonr. I I e  lielps us while H e  lea\es us to ourselves H e  needs not to 
>tcjop to see our devotion, for that is of a supernal quality and  reaches all!- 
1v11e1 e. 

S o ,  I do not say nor have I said that you o u ~ l l t  to do  somethins otlitr 
tllan you do. \ire each do wliat n.e can. S o n e  of us can be tlie judge of 

an!. cleature existing; so I do  not judge j.0~1 i11 the least respect. You]. lii'e 
ma! in the great sun1 total be greater than all!. life I ever led or that an!- one  
has led. iTThetlier you art. in America, Europe, or India ma1,es no difier- 

, 7  ence. I hat is seeking ccontlitions. I La\-e come to undelstanti that Jlasters 
themselies must have ~vorkcd themselves up out of mucli worse conclitiol~s 
tila11 we are in. No matter where we are, the same spirit prevades all and is 
~tccessible. What need, then, to change places? \Ve d o  not change our- 
selves by moving the body to another Zoczcs. \Ye only put it under a differ- 
ent influence. And in order to change we must have got to dislike the 



THE PATH. 

place we moved from. ?'hat is atfach?nent @ opposiies, and that will produce 
detriment, as does all that disturbs the equilibrium of the soul. You lcnon 
the same result is produced 1)y two exact opposites. and thus extremes meet, 

That  hot flame you spexl; of is one of the experiences, as are also the 
sounds. 'I'here are so many, many of these things. Often they result from 
extreme tension or vibration in tlie aura of a n  aspirant of pure devotion. 
l'he!, are himself, and he shoulcl be as his guard against taking them for 
wonders. Ortell they are "al,paritions in 1)rahnl." 'I'hey are like new lights 
and sights to a mariner on an unfamiliar coast. 'I'hey will go on, or alter, 
or  stop. You are o n l r  to  caref1illp note thein and " do  not exhibit wonder 
nor form association." 

I cannot say more. All help you extend to any other soul is help to 
yourself. I t  is our duty to help all, antl we nlust begin on those nearest to 
us, for to run abroad to souls we might possit)ly help we again forhalie our 
pi-esent duty. I t  is better to die in our own duty, hoivever mean, than to 
try another one. So lift your head and 1001; around up011 the liulks ol'past 
imagined faults. ?'11e!. \\.ere means and teachers. Cast a11 d o ~ ~ t ~ t ,  all Ikal.? 
all regret aside, antl freely take of truth what !*ou  in,^!. contain ri?ht on 
every step. It \\.ill thus be well. Eternal Truth is one antl incli~.isit,le, and 
we nlay get from tlie Fathers (Pitris) flashes IIO\\. xn(i then of \\.hat is true. 

I'l'ords are things. IITitli me antl in fact. Uppn the lower plane of 
social intercourse they are things? but soulless and dead because that conven- 
tion in which they have their birth has rilade abortions of them. 13ut 
when we step away from that conventionality they become alive in pro- 
portion to the reality o f  the thought-and its purity-that is behincl them. 
So in  communication between two students they are things, and those stu- 
dents must be carefill that the ground of i~~ te rcourse  is fully uncierstood. 
Let us use with care those living messengers called words. 

\+'here I see you mistalien I will speak, to warn my Brother who tem- 
porally knows not. For did I not call on tlie bugle, perhaps other tliings 
might switch him off to where prehaps for the time he would be pleased, but 
\voulcl again be sorry, and  then \vlien his mistalce 1iras p!ain he \vould justly 
sigh to me  across dark centuries of separation that I tiad been false to my 

duty of wanling. AS ever, %. 

T h e  new plane to which the soul may go, referred to in this letter, is ttie 
astral plane. It is the plane nest a l~ove the matetial one, and consists of a 
subtle order of matter. ivlien a student turns liis attention to the higller life 
and desires intensely to  find the \Yay, his soul has begun to  awaken and to 
speak. It has heard the voice of tlie spirit. Then the inner senses begin to 
unfold, at first ever so gently, so tenderljr, we scarce hear their leport. But 
the soul has then turned its attention to  the astral plane, that being the nest 
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one to be learned on the upn.asd; its energy is transferred from the 
material plane to this one, and \ye have ,211 influx of many confused dreams 
and  strange experiences, a1val;e and asleep. These may or may not con- 
tinue; all clepencls upon the indii.iclual soul and upon Karma. I t  is a most 
conlujing pl'l~ie, anLl. generally spealiiii~, we may say that those students 
are more fortunate n.110 111:xl;ea mar!;ed degree of progress in spiritual things 
~vithout ha\.in:,. an!. conscious experience of the astral plane. For then they 
can Inter on lenrn it f / - o ? ~  ( ~ ~ U ~ ~ C ' ,  insteaii of from below, and with far leis 
danger to tl~emselves. 'I'tie whole must be I;nown, but \ye may progress i11 
\.asious n.a!-s, even by discontil~uous degrees, only then we must go back 
later on, to \vliat w e  passed 1)y. Sucli a g-c'ing back does not  im;)l! detii- 
mfn t  or loss of degree, for s u c l ~  cannot 1)e lost w11en once gained in realit!.. 

\\'it11 regarc1 to the astral plane's l~e ing  a moi-e s111)tle order of matter, 
this truth is often denied by clairvo!-ants ancl untl.aineti seers. They do not 
dihtinguisli between the psycl~ic senses and tlie spiritual. 'I'hey can see 
tl~sough gross matter, such as a \\.all, the 11unla.n botl!., aiicl SO forth, as if it 
were glass, but they cannot see tl~sougli as t~a!  sul~stance, and hence tlie!. 
believe its forms and all tlie pictures ancl sliapes in the astral light to be real. 
Oniy the adept sees through these illusic,ni, n-l~ich are far Inore poiverful 
because composed of a subtie order of matter: subtle energies, fine forces 
have a highl!. increased rate of power over grosser ones. T h e  adept lias at 
liis command the rate or^vibration which dispels them or drives them asunder. 
I n  spml;ing of tlie astral plane, I mean the lower soul plane, and that higher 
and  purified quality which the author of Light o n  the Pnfh calls the " divine 
astral." 

I3y anxiety we exert the constrictive power of egoism, which densifies 
and perturbs our magnetic sphere, rendering us less permeable to the eftlux 
from above. J. N. 

O G G U L ~ I S M  ~ o q  B A ~ v E ~ .  
ESOTERIC COLLEGES AND FALSE PROPHETS. 

\!?hen Jesus of Nazal.eth went to the Temple in Jerusalem he, it is said, 
drove money changers out of the courts ; and later he said that many false 
prophets sl~oulci arise. For the Christian that temple sj.mbolized the Palace 
of God, and the occultist l ino~vs that the story reall!. means the driving out 
from the heart of all materialistic thought. Jesus, n.ith a prophet's eye, saly 
what has so often come to pass since then,-false prophets arising on e\-ery 
side, both in and out of the Church that bears his name. 

In  the psesent days no country can boast as ours of having so man!- false 
prophets, wllo, taking advantage of tile popular leaning to mysticism hang out  
signs of ~al- ious kinds, but one and all offering for sale the things of the  spirit. 



I t  is not to maga~ines  or boolis dealing \\ ith these subjects that \\ e I efer, 
for p ~ i n t ~ n g  and paper must be paid for when one wants to lay hi, ideas 
before the people. n11t it is quite a difftrent thing when men or women 
offer to sell to the buycr, for money, the knowledge of self or any mystery 
in nature pertaininq to spiritual things. 

In one place we have a man pretending that he is a reincalllation of Jesus 
Christ, and in another, one delibelately stating that he is Gautama Buddha 
come again in order t o  correct ellors in his promulgated doctrines. Again, 
we find astrologers and diviner.;, nlediums and seer;, opening shops wherein 
the! dispense oracles to the w~ll:ng, gullible people. One is quite as per- 
nicious as the other, for the taint of money will corrupt anything. And 
those who have means are some\vl-iat to blame, in that they imagine that 
their money call procure them lcnowledge of the deep, spiritual things 
of Nature. 

T h e  latest thing in this line is that wliich began in Boston soon after the 
starting there of a magazine called the Esoicvlc. \Tit11 that journal n7e 
had no concern, for its founde~s  had a right to use it to plomulgate juit as 
much of truth as they had hold of in the same way that the I ' IIH gives 
out its ideas of nature and of man. But in the beginning. the manage13 of 
that nlagazine let it be understood that the!. were, or one of them-to nit,  
M r .  Hiram Butler-w'ls a ttieo,opli~st ; or member of the Theosophical So- 
ciety. An examination of the records just made shows that he never nras a 
member of that body. 

Not very long ago a bulky bool; was circulated by this prophet, in \~~fi ich 
mysterious statements were made thnt one Vidya Xyaka desired to found a 
College in the U. S. to teach the stocliholders ( I )  and students all the m!.s- 
teries, and among others, tlie power of acquiring vast wealth, and it was said 
that after the college nras o~ganized unli~ilited means would be at its (11s- 
posal, drawn from the funds at cornn~xild of adepts ; but,  as a prelimina~y 
nlerely, the faittirul muit  dibbulse. ,\nd cliil~ulbe they dld. Tie gr lei e to 
say ttiLxt nian> theoioph~st i  sent in money tc) t l i~s  sclierlie n711icl1, on its very 
fice, boldly slioned that it nas  founded as '1 nleans of g i v ~ n g  it5 stocklioldeis 
weal tli. 

The  first note was souncled ~n an alleqe(l " Letter to a Seeker " publislled 
by the Esofel-ic. 'This was a f r ~ u d  \vlilcll tool; in ttiosophists \\lie do not 
get acclua~nted ivitli what is wlltten in out-of- the-\~a~~ places. It \\.as a hit 
at the 'l 'heos~phic~xl Soctety ancl at the Adepts, pretending that They neie  
cold and dead and selfish, and that only tlie so la^ Hiologists wese fitted to 
help Americans. It  exhibited Isnolance \\hen it left the dorn't~n of plagi- 
arism. What it plagiarized from is a book called " T h e  Wisdonl of ttie 
Adepts," by Rev. Thomas Lake Harris, in which he attempted to show tliat 
Buddhist Adepts are systematically trying to subvert Ch~istianity in Amer- 



ica, and this '. Letter to a Seeker " took as sub-title, " T h e  TVisdonl 
of the TVise. " Fragments are tal;en, word for word, from pages S, 9, 3 I g, 
2 49, 371,  2 4 s )  249:  of Harris's bool;, and used to construct this letter in 
the L'ioferic and signed Al>mo. If Rev. Harris did not write it, then it was 
stolen fi-om him : or, i f  he did, then the Esoleric is a secret organ for a 
Christian sect \vliich is anti-theosophical, while it outwardly professes the- 
osopli!.. Either of these alternatives is equally damaging. 

Ttie second note \vas a loud one on a brass bugle heralding the founding 
of the Ewteric College, as tlie direct outcolne of the efforts of the magazine, 
Ivith 311.. I3utler at the head of it, and Vitlya Nyalia in the mysterious dis- 
tance \vitli a medley of nonsensical letters at the end of his name. The 
real name of Vidya N. is Ohmart, and he is known to man!, men in Boston 
who experienced his wiles before Butler joined hands with him. Before 
that, Ohmart was satisfied to deal nritli men on pure I/uslizess principles, bu t  
when he combined with Butler he played upc n the credulity of the mj-sti- 
call!r inclined people who sincerely desired to know the things of the spirit 
and foolishly thought that ttie great pretensions of this pair hid great 
knowledge and nlisdom. 

I t  all speedily ended with a frightful expos6 in the N: k: Fthl-la', Boi.fon 
Globe and Hel-akl, and Ph~l(rrt'e@hia I?zquii-er. T h e  worst of it was that the 
press mixed the Theosophical Society in it, entirely without cause but 
n.11olly because of Butler's theosophic claims, and to-day h u n d ~ e d s  of peo- 
ple tliinli tliat esposure was an esposure of humbug on our  part. Such are 
the facts ; hear no\lT of the Icarrna : 

31s. Butler and all his confederates have to some slight extent injured the  
Tliensophical Society, and the nemesis provided by the immutable law of 
I<arnla will follonr him until the full consequence is felt and conlpensation 
made. \Ire do  not need s \~.orn zealots to  nreali a vengeance. Tha t  ~ r - i l l  
follon., whatever it be, because behind the 'Theosophical Societj- is a might!. 
power 'that \~or l i s  by law and h!. n.il1, and not 1,y money. No wealth can 
bur- its nor avert its care for its members and for the enemies of the 
hociety. ;ilreatly matel ial tlnmases and 21 eat anno! ance have come to 
these nien n h o  claietl to sell 2nd b u y  in the J'emple of God. .Inti the 4 1 1 1 ~ .  

nemeiis, but pel haps I\ it11 le.ser fuir , 11 ill pnlsue all tl1o.e n~enlbels  of tlie 
Tlieoso1)liical Society wlio ha le  111 the11 heal ts saitl, '. Lo, here 15 one \I 110 

offer, at a price that which ttie iiilepti of the 'Theosophical Society say c'ln 
only be ol~tained through toil and unselfish effort ; let us go  buy of him. ' 
\Ye are sorly for both, but sulely lessons must be learned, and we had 
thought that the lesson was taught nhen  the mystelious H. B. of L. invaded 
oul ranks seeking lecruits and getting those n h o  would not try the right 
way. T h e  end is not yet, the hour  has not struck, but it mill arrive. Let 
us then rely upon Karma and do  our duty. 



THE PATH. 

It is not long since it was said that the stories had all been told ; that 
authors now could d o  n o  more tlian retell them in variations, merely 
clothed in new garments, according to tlie various aspects of individual 
points of view. T h e  nenr realm for imaginative creation to be openecl u p  
to literary activity by Occultism, n.as then scarcely suspected, but now it is 
seen that a n  apparently bountiless field is spread out for the esploration of  
those who can appreciate the conditions upon n,Eiicli it can be entered. T o  
tlie thoughtful student there is iiluch instruction to be gained from the nay 
in which these new means are availed of, and it is escc-edingb interesting to 
follo~v its development in c u ~ l e n t  literature. Scarcel! a nlontli passes in 
~vhich some magazine does ~ i o t  testit) to the fertiiit!. of tlie new soil 11y a 
story founded upon some 1)liase of Occu l t ;m.  'I'liere are two ways in 
which authors appear to cultivate this ground. One  is that of tlie a\.t'rase 
corlstructor of stories, ~vl io  simply regards Occultism as: an intel-ehting 
mine for intellectual exploitation, and, witliout an?, true comprei~eiisio~i, 
merely seizes upon the external aspects of the subject, and arbitrai-ily in-  
vents all sorts of phenomenal occurrences, usually out of all accord with 
psychic or occult laws. 

T h e  second way is that of' those writers who have the organization of 
the true poet ; the fctculty to look upon that ~vhich is invisible ; i t  appears 
as if such were unconsciously guided by some unseen influence that directs 
their work into thorough harmony with the great truths ; their minds seem 
illuminated by the white light that n o ~ v  shines upon men's souls as riel-er 

before in  the history of the present race. So unerringly does what they say 
tally with the subtler meanings, that it seems as if n o  writer rvho " reads 
up  " on the subject merely for the sake of intellectual diversion, and to  ob- 
tain some novel material ~vitli ~ ~ l i i c h  to please his readers, could thus 
achieve truth to occult facts. I t  requires a finer texture of the mind, I)er- 
vaded by the solvent of true spiritual sympathy, to reach these higher re- 
sults. These latter writers appear to be one form of  the many and di~.erse 
instrumentalities chosen to lift the souls of tlie race on to higher levels of 
thouglit, fitting them for the reception of more truth. 

In  FIarper's for February of this year gives a remarliable story of tliis 
character. I t  is called " T o  \Yliom this may Come ; " by E d ~ a r d  13ellam~-, 
the strikingly theosophical nature of \~l-lose stories has several tililts been 
alluded to in this department of THE PATH. T h e  present story surpasses 
its predecessors in this respect, and is characterized by tllougl~t high and 
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noble in its spirituality. I t  is, in  reality, a chapter of pure Occultism in 
the guise of a story. I t  seems like a prophecy of the condition that 
humanity shall attain in some of the more exalted races to be evolved upon 
our  planet at some time in the far distant future. Mr. Bellamy has a 
remarkal~le facult!.-which is that of the scientific thinker in the highest 
sense : the mnn who l~eholcls things in the light o f  imagination held in  
control by la\\--of supposing a certain condition cf existence, either 
p h y ~ i c ~ ~ l ,  ps~.chical or  spiritual, and then depicting life as i t  must neces- 
sarily be under such conditions. 'I'his he does with rare consistencj~ and  
p o ~ . e r  of versimilitude. 

This story of his is that of a race of mind-readers, descended from 
Persian JIagi, exiled son~ething lilie 2 , 0 0 0  years ago, and s1lipn.1-ecked with 
their fL1milies, upon a group or inaccessil)le islands in the Indian ocean, 
the facult! of mind-reading, being hereditary, is cultivated a i ~ d  perfected, 
according to the laws of evolution, until they have no need for the imper- 
fect method of communication by speecll, and have therefore voluntaril~l 
lost the power of so doing, the loss being cor~sidered by them a gain. T h e  
narrative is ostensibly that of  one of our  own race sllip\ilrecl;ed on their 
shores. 

It will be perceived that one of the chief attributes of perfected human 
brotherhood must be the faculty of sharing the thoughts of others as if they 
were our own. Therein lies that extension of the individuality which 
malies all men one with each other, whicli makes our brother really ourself. 
I'his faculty is to-day possessed by tt!e Masters, \\rho thus realize in them- 
selves the brotherhood and oneness of humanity, and its occasional, though 
imperfect manifestation in ourselves sliows that it is rudimentary in the 
race, and can be developed by the proper training. Therefore, in this tale, 
31s. Bellamy has simply allegorized a great truth. 

Here is a fine picture of the feeling of one who first comes among 
such a race : " I imagine that the very unpleasant sensations which fol- 
lowed the realization that I mas among people who, while inscrutable to 
me, knew my every thought, was very much what anyone would have expe- 
rienced in the same case. They were l-ery comparal~le to the panic which 
accidental nudity causes a person anlong races \\hose custom it is to con- 
ceal the figure \\it11 tlraper!.. I ~vallted to run away and hide m!.self. I f  I 
analyecl 1 1 1 ~  feelin:, i t  ditl not seem to arise so much from the conscious- 
ness of  any particul~l.1y heinous secrets as from the l;no\vledge of a snal-m 
o f  filtuous, ill-natured, ancl unseemlj- thoustlts and half-tlioughts concern- 
ing those around me  and concerning m!.self; which it was insufferable that 
ail!. person should peruse in l ~ o \ ~ e v e r  benevolent a spirit. But while my 
c11agl.in and distress on this account lvere at first intense, they were also 
\.er)r short-lived, for almost immediately I discovered that the very 1;non.l- 



edge that 111:. mind was over-loolied by others, operatetl LO ciiecli tliouyhts 
that might lje p,~infui to them, and that, too, without Inore ef1.ol.t 0 1 '  the 
will t h a n  a l;llidl! 1)ersoii exerts to checli the uttel-ance of disagl-ecal~ie re- 
mnrlis." 

=Ind liere the consequence : " How shall I describe tlie moral health 
and c i e x n n e ~ ~ ,  the I)reezy osysenared mental condition, ~vilic11 resultecl from 
the consciousness that I had al~holutel~. nothing concealed ! r I ' ~ . ~ ~ l j .  I niay 
say that I enjoyed myself. I tliinl; su~-el!. tllat no one needs to have had 
any marvelious esj,erience to s~-rnpathize \~.ith this portion of i t .  Are we 
not all read! to agree tllat this Iia~ring a custained chamber where we ma!. 
go to grovel, out of sight of 0111. fellows, troubled only b!- a vague appre- 
liension that God ma!- looli over the top, is the most demoralizing incident 
in the human condition ? "  

c c  I t  is the existence within the soul o f  this secure refuge of lies which 
has always been the despair of the saint and the esultation of the knave. 
It is the foul cellar wt~ich taints the whole Iiouse al~ove, be it ne\.er so fine. 
Wliat stronger testimony could tljere be to thc instinctive consciousness that 
concealment is debauching, ancl openness our only cure, than the n.orlcl-old 
conviction of the virtue of  confession for t11e soul, and that ttie uttermost 
exposing of one's worst and foulest is the first step toward nloral health? 
T h e  \vickedest man, if lie could but somehon. attain to w~.itkie himself in- 
side out as to his soul, so that its full sicliness cc)uld be seen, would feel 
ready for a new life. Nevertheless, on-ing to the utter impotence of words 
to convey mental conditions in their totality, or to give other than mere 
distortions of them, confession is, we must needs admit, but a rnocl;el-y of that 
longing for self-revelation to which it testifies. But think what healtli and 
soundness there must be for souis among a people who see in every face a 
conscience wliict1, unlike their own, they cannot sopkiisticate, who corifess 
one another with a glance, and shrive witii a s11lile ! Ah fsie~ids, let me now 
psedict, thougli ages ma!; elapse before the slo\v e~ .en t  sliall justify me, that 
in  no way will the mutual vision of minds, when at last it shall be per- 
fected, so enhance the blessedness of manliincl as by rending the veil of 
self, and le .~ving no  spot of drtrkness for lies to hide in. Then shall tlie 
soul no  longer be a. coal smoking among ashes, but a star set in a csystal 
spliere." 

I t  is to be remarked that in the  foregoing there is in the literary style a 
notable similarity to that of tlie writer of "Light on the Path." 'I'here is 
the same exquisite imagery, the same beauteous, graceful garb befitting 
lofty tliought, and it seems as if behind them both these might be the 
same guiding Master hand, even if to the writer unknown. 

Here is another glorious passage : " Self-knowledge means to the 
mind-reader. . . . . . nothing less, indeed, than a shifting of tlie identity. 



\\-hen a man sees t~i~n..;elf in a mirror, 11e is compelled tci distinguisli bc- 
tween t l ~ e  bodi1~- self' lie see.. ; i ~ i c l  his real self, the nlenral a n d  mol-a1 self. 

which is \vit!~in ;11111 111i~ec11. 1Yllcn in turn the mind-reader comes to  see 

the  nlent ,~l  and r n c ~ l . ~ l l  self ~.cflected in otlier rnincis as in mirrors, the sanle 

t i  a .  111: i i  coml)elled ti, clistinguish 1)etn.een this m e ~ t a l  and 

nlar.al -elf n-llicll h a s  1)een nlatle c-)bjecti~.e t o  h im,  and can be  contemplated 

I,!. him as i~npartiall!  as i f  it were ano t l~e r ' s~  from the inner ego, \vllicti still 

r e ~ n n i ~ ~ s  siil)jecti\-e, unseen,  and indef i~la l~le .  I n  this inner ego the mind-  
rz.ltlers recog~iiz;  the essential identity an (1 being, the noumenal self; the 
core o f  the soul, and the t rue  hitling of its eternal life, to which the mind  

as  xel i  as the ljocly is but  the garment of a day." 

T h e  statement that "tliis race which malies so little account of pltysical 

beauty is itself a s i ~ ~ g u ' a r l y  handsome OIK," recalls the words in c"I'liro~~gli 

the (;ates of Gold : " " In clue proportion to the completeness of his indif- 
ference to it is the s t rengt l~  a n d  beauty of his pel-sctnal self." lTTe shall 
surely be privileged to Ileal- more fr-om the mint1 that has given us this 
noble story, a n d  the message intended I,!- it. "To 11-horn this 11ay 

Come,"  will und~ubte~l l ! .  be  received by many glad hearts. 

SOME CURIOUS PSYCHIC EXPERIENCES. 

From across the ' ' great  water"  comes this query from one of our unseen 
ft-ientls. Such friends rrlust he many ; our true comrades must be near  
though we see them not ; though at times it almost seems as  if \ve stootl un- 
aitletl ant1 alone. The  T e a  Table often wonclers if it can be known 1101~ 

much \\-ork of all kinds is needed in our Society ; and then sometimes-but 
too rarely-some one appears as if in ans\ver, and offers some \\.orli for 
Humani t j .  Tl'e I~elieve tliis woulcl more frecjuently occur if our conlratles 
only r ea l i~ed  the mngnitutle of the harvest aivaiting us, the fields \ye ai-e 
ol~ligetl to leave untouchetl, the opportunities ungarneretl, for want of help of' 
all kintls. 

The  query of our  friend stands as follo\vs : " I  \\-as once stantling on a 
balcony overlool<ing a pine ivood. A great  iml~ulse s e i ~ e d  me. 1 prayecl. 
I n  prayer my \vhole self seenlecl to leave me and to go out to the Infinite. 
t i h a t  I desired was to Itnow something. I \vent to bed ant1 slept like a child. 
a long, unbroken, dreamless sleep. Very early next morning I a\\olie. 
Everywhere there broocled an exquisite, silent peace. In it I rested. l'res- 
ently through the silence there came a n~arvellous \vhisper ; it seemecl to 
come from the uttermost ends of the Vniverse ; it penetrated into the very 
inmost depths of me. It said. "Z'his is uzit~e-fhirre,' and a t  the same moment 
I saw 117ithin myself a robin-blue flame, of clear, still transparence. Another 
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t ime I lay in bed,  half asleep,  half awake .  A c lear  voice within spoke  t o  
m e  antl sait1,'I-you-are in danger . '  I thought  it m e a n t  nothing.  A month  
afterwarcls I lay dying. T h e  voice s e e m s  to use a sense  which is unkno\vn 
to us. I in te rpre t  it '  nine-thine,' o r  I-you,' because  this  is the  neares t  
mean ing  : it m igh t  be  callecl a dua l  unity, because the  voice does  not  s epa -  
ra te  itself from me, a s  I s epa r a t e  myself from any  o the r  individual. W h a t  i s  
the  voice ?" 

\Ve answer  ; this  ' ' voice " is s imply the  psychic sense  of t he  i nne r  m a n  
developing ancl informing the  individual h r a ~ n .  I t  is not the  H ighe r  Self, a s  
stut lents  often suppose,  for tha t  Self cloes not  a c t  on this plane,  no r  is I t  con-  
cernetl with mater ia l  things. I ts  intuitions a r e  son~etimes$flns/led througll u s  
by means  of the  higher min<l. A s  the  various principles in m a n  a r e  one 
\\-hen perfected a n d  harmoniously interacting,  it is difficult, a t  any  g iven  
molnent  of clevelopment, to give rules \\.hereby tlistinctions may  be made .  
In a gene ra l  sense  n.e can  only establish the  fact that ,  in persons of part ial  o r  
initial development,  the  H ighe r  Self (foes not  speak  a t  such  tirnes o r  in such  
lvays. T h e  inner  self, the  intliviclual soul, cloes. Of course  this soul  is, in 
its ul t imate,  one  with the  H ighe r  Self. But  in the ear l le r  s tages  of tlevelop- 
nlent  the psychic senses  awalten a s  the  inner  11otly o?)tains colierence and  a s  
its cur ren ts  begln to Ile es ta l ) l~shed ,  a r ~ t l  th rough them \ve I-ecei\ e the  61-5t 
i nne r  test imony to tile reality of the Unseen .  'There is also the n11,stic voice 

hea rd  by g r e a t  mystics, bu t  we  need not  en t e r  into this suppositton, i f  only 
because  o u r  cor respondent  plainly shows the " 170ice " to he  subjective ; not  
spealt ing in tones,  bu t  silently sugges t ing  a 1ne21iing. It is quite a common 
th ing  to find s tudents  so awed  by these  inner  occurrences a s  to believe t h e  
fact more  mar \~e l lous  a n d  more  clivine t han  it is. Certainly it is a \\lontler, 
this  development of the  inner  m a n  ; bu t  it is a wonder  we a r e  all heirs  to, 
a n d  we a r e  not  to render  it the  worship of awe,  but  to stutly ant1 t ry  t o  
increase it. T h e s e  manifestations come from the  s a m e  source  a s  ou r  desires,  
bu t  a r e  the  h igher  form of the  s a m e  force. Another  s tudent  sentls still m o r e  
forcihle examples of the  s a m e  point, 

"Several  years  ago ,  while seated a t  the  table after  pour ing  ou t  the  tea,  
I impolitely began  reatling a let ter  tha t  had  just  been  handed to me,  \\.hen, 
lvith a sutlclen unaccountable impulse, I tossecl tlo\vn the  let ter ,  and ,  Lvith- 
ou t  r e a l i / i ~ ig  what  1 was  doing,  \vent quickly a round the  table to my  h u s l ~ a n d  
ant1 l ~ e g a n  vigorously to r u b  his head antl shoulders.  Th i s  cont i l~uet l  for 
fifteen minutes,  \\.hen I tliscoveretl tll'tt I could not  remove m y  hancl. 
A la rmed  a t  thls po\ver tha t  cotltrolled me ,  I callecl for the  assistance of n1y 
nel)he\v, he  be ing  the  o~:ly o ther  person present  a t  table. Ji 'itl~ 110th hancls 
he  \\ as  u n a l ~ l e  to remove mine.  H e  then enclenvorecl to pry ~t ay  ; this  
renctecl \I it11 spasmotlic s j  mptoins upon myself, therefore we no  longer  1-2- 
sistecl, ancl h; t~ld finally cam:: a n a y  of itself. Jus t  before \ve seated o u r -  
selves a t  the  tal)le, my 11us1,ancl hael complainecl of illness, bu t  not  t1111iki11~ ~t 
serious I hacl s ,~ i t l ,  ' X cup  of tea  \\ill clo you goocl,' ancl t l -~ought no more  
about  it until thls hnppenetl. I I e  now eucla~met l ,  wit11 a1)l)arent r e l ~ e f ,  ' I 
believe you have savecl my  life !' T h e  ne s t  morn ing  there \ \ e r e  tlarl; spots  
abou t  his eyes, caus ing  his physician to co~lclutle t ha t  he  had  escaped 



apoplexy. A t  another  time I a\voIie in the  night  to find myself \vall;ing 
rapiclly t o~va r t l s  the  sei-rants '  room ant1 leaning  over  the  cook. I spolie to 
her,  a t  the s a m e  t ime sh:tking he r  gently. She  tlicl not s eem to brea the ,  hu t  
she  soon rel-i\-etl, saying,  ' I k n e ~ v  \\.hen you came  in,  for I w a s  ~v i sh ing  you 
I\-oultl, for I felt a s  t l ~ o u g h  I \vas (1)-ing.' I have hat1 persons tha t  \Yere sick 
say  that ,  if I only put  my hands  on them,  they immediately felt better. 

\\'ithit1 a few years  I hat1 a ver!.serious accident  happen to me. A fall 
injuretl my head a n d  back,  so  tha t  I was  paralyzed, ancl obligetl t o  keep  my 
bet1 tor three o r  four years. T h e  (lay of the  injury I s eemed  to have the irn- 
pression t ha t  I must  be  very caut ious  abou t  falling down  stairs. T h i s  
impression left m e  towartl evening,  \ \hen I \vent into a neighbor 's  house to 
fall do\\-11 the stone steps a s  I left. Du r ing  the  helpless s ta te  tha t  fol lo~ved,  I 
\\-as one  (lay taken from m y  bed ,  a s  it \Yere, by the  s a m e  unexplained power,"  
( the  inner  m a n  controli ing the  outer  l~otly-J.) " placed upon my feet * * 
a n 0  1 glicletl lightly through the  rooms, to the  astonishment of both nurse  
ant1 housekeeper,  who eschang-ed tlou1)tful glances.  I now  thought  tha t  this 
s t rength  for which I hat1 n o  n a m e  \\.its Ivithin illy grasp ."  (See now whe re  
the  action of the outer  self ant1 brain begin ancl impai r  the  psychic sense.  J . )  
" Tllerefure the  next day  while alone,  summon ing  all my  nlill power,  ~ v i t h  
g r ea t  exertion I placed my feet up011 the mat ,  only to fall helpless to the  f loor;  
completely convincecl tha t ,  unlike the [lay previous, I must  be  liftetl into bed,  
ant1 feeling tha t  I was  losing the  confidence of my  at tentlants ,  who e i ther  
tllought m e  very deceptive o r  tha t  there  was  someth ing  mysterious abou t  
me." ( I t  is very c lear  here  t ha t  the  \vriter in us ing  h e r  " will \vith g r e a t  
exert ion," made  the  common mistake of suppos ing  tha t  the  ordinary menta l  
effort l;no\vn a:; "'will" c an  avail  in psychic matters .  T h e  t rue  ~vi l l ,  which 
comes  from the  spir i t ,  is  t ha t  su1)conscious force which \veils u p  \vithin u s  
ancl governs  every movement  before \ve knon? it, before we can  seize it, caus-  
ing  us to s\\-erve aside beftlre we 11al.e realized a d a n g e r  with ou r  11rain. 
Th i s  \\.ill, I I L ~ Z ~ ~ !  self ~ ' o~zs r i oz~s ,  f r i z i z e ( l  i t 7 ~ r i  tlevelojerl, is  t he  will-pocver of 
the  .-Itlept ; that  force  of  which Levi ivrote ; " T h e  will accotnplishes all tha t  
i t  tloes tlesire." T h e  i nne r  will, reflected from the  tliviue spir i t ,  \\.hen it 
s u rge s  up  co~zscioz~s r$ itst-0-, is the  frlith ~ v h i c h  moves mountains.  Often n-e 
instinctively o l ~ e y  it. \Ve neecl to trj-, over  and  oLrel-, to t race  it to the  hiclclen 
~ v e l i - S ~ I - i n g  ~vi th in .  Also to obey it whenever it manifests, for such  eserc ise  
increases its manifestations.) 

T h e  Ivriter of  the  foregoing esperiences continues.  ' 6  Somet imes  I have 
preclicted coming events ;" ( a  common event a m o n g  sensitives, who a r e  i m -  
pressed by astral  images  of the  events,  o r  who " sense them " a s  they sa!.. J.) 
" or ,  visiting new places, fintl I have been there  before. Las t  win ter  a face 
c a m e  to m e  many t imes,  with la rge  searching  eyes a n d  g r e a t  intelligence ; 
i t  fillecl m e  with such  reverence tha t  I n~ou ld  have knelt ant1 worshippetl, bu t  
t / ~ ( z t  was ~ z n t  repzlirer2'." (The italics a r e  mine.  'Theosophists have before 
no\v spoken of this  face with " searching  eyes," which is a lways  described in 
the  s a m e  te rms ,  a n d  which never requires worship but  a lway asks  for " work," 
a s  here.  J.) " I asked  ; ' W h e r e  a r e  you ? Across  the  water ,  o r  in A ? "  
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Though I IzeavrZ no reply, there came to me the idea or \vords ; \\'ol-l< for 
us.' Again when the countenance appeared, I said, ' I do not uncierstancl. 
W h o  and ~ v h a t  are  you ? ancl the \vorl<, where is it ?'  ~ o w , ' f r i e n d  Tulius, I 
a.m not entieavoring to (lo any \ ~ o r k ,  hut  to follow the bidding of some hlessecl 
guide.  Have thought I \vas a Eutlclhist, but have not spoken it aloutl ; not 
that I fear for myself, but ~voultl not injure a great  ant1 good cause by e s -  
pressing myself in that \Lay here, nlhen it is foot1 too strong for those about 
me. T o  return to experiences ; I have found lost articles. One summer 1 
was  to take my young son to the mountains. I handed his hank hook * -- 

to my daughter  for safe l<eej)ing. After my return I ditl not ask about it. I 
supposetl it \ \ a s  where it coultl be easily ~~rot lucet l .  So time passed, ancl 
several months aftenvartl my (laughter was to  lea-:e next morning for the 
LVest. I asked for the bank book. She hacl forgotten that I had placecl it in  
her  care. Search was made, but in vain ; \ve gave it up  for lost." (Note 
that when atzxiel'y operated no success was had. As  the homely prover11 e s -  
presses this truth,  ' T h e  watchetl pot never boils.' J . )  " A  few weeks later,  
while very much interested in reacling,"-(the Zueucr mint1 ahsorbetl arltl 
tranquil. J.) " my right hand reached away fro111 me, but I did not incline to 
give heed to it. I t  \vaited until thesame clay ancl hour the \veek follo~ving,"- 
(see here the recurrence of magnetic currents, or tides, in the astral llg!it, 
the inner self responding. J.) [ 'when  I was again reatling anel \vas similal-I!. 
influenced. This  time I follo~vecl the guide "-(the inner selt; J.) " up stairs 
to my daughter 's  room. It seemed cheerless, and not 1)eing inclined to g o  in 
I turned away. \\-hen this force \vhirletl me around to the door. Now I 
opened it, \vent in, was lecl rapidly to the bureau. Kno\ving that everything 
had been placed in order since she  left, and feeling confident that I kne\v 
there was nothing there for me, I turned doubtingly away, only to be again 
whirled arouild to the bureau." (Note that in T/ze Se~.rcrt L)octri?ze we are  
tolcl that the intellectual principle has almost \vhollystifled the psychic instinct 
of man. J.) ' I  Now 1 raised my hands to open the upper drawer,  but  the 
stronger will dropped them to the one below, then quickly beneath a paper,  
and the lost boolc was in my hancl, which I carried in tr iumph down to the 
parlor. I have been referred to you a s  one who would kindly classify ahnor- 
ma1 experiences and explain tlieir cause." 

I have given these account a t  some length because, taken all i n  all, they 
give a very clear itlea of the inner ant1 progressive development of a psychic 
nature,  joined to decided magnetic o r  life force. Such development 
frequentll, leads persons to imagine themselves guided by "spirits of the 
dead " so-called, \vilereas many of them, and many appearances,  lig!lts, 
sountls, ancl so forth, are  really causecl by ourselves ant1 a re  ourselves. I 
cannot go  into greater  tletails here. So~netirnes persons have ignornntl!- 
worshippeel a s  a 6 1  50'1 " their own Jlayavi Rupa,  o r  T/lnztgh#/,'c~rZy, made 
manifest uncler abnormal circulnstances ; or  even, in some rare cases, t!ie 
Causal or I ca r~n ic  bocly, o r  some reflection from the Higher  Self. There  are  
spirits not those of the cleat1 ~vhich may become visible to the tlevelol,etl o r  
stimulated psychic sense. Also living persons may cause their l layavi  Kupa 
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to be seen 1)y US. Ii71~etl this is clone consciously-i. e.-by will power 
accompanietl 1))- self consciousness, such persons are  Aclepts-black or 
white. Son~et imes .  too, \ve may see the thought of another a s  though it \\.ere 
hinlself. Close study of tlle eastern philosophy is absolutely necessary if \ve 
I\-auld be saveel from error,  ior great  tliscrimination, such a s  that philosophy 
teaches, is neetletl 11~- tile ~voultl-l)e occultist. It protects him from many a mis- 
ad\-enture.  Fo r  esample,  stutlents \\.oultl not have heen taken in by a psycho- 
tinancial s c l ~ e m e  lately esposetl a s  a gross s\\lindle, if they hael been a l ~ l e  to 
cliscrin~inate in the articles ant1 l '  calls " previously pu1)lishetl the dark 
material traces of the left I~an( l  path, tlisguisetl uncler \\-ortls. "%,"  once 
\\-rote: b 6  I l e~va re  of \vortls. They are traps." 'The first point ofclivision of left 
hand 11atll from right is very sul~t le ,  very slight, easily overlookecl, s\viftly 
passed. It behoo\~es us to take each step \I-ith care, to cluestion the intuition, 
ant1 to analyze \\7ith the brain,--in short, to  r l i s c r i ~ ~ z i ? z r ~ t ~ ,  for the true discrim- 
ination 1s composed of all these cjualities. If there be one unfailing test, one sure  
proof of error,  it is to f i n d  material a(l\-antage of any Icincl mixetl u p  \\.it11 
spiritual clevelopment. T h e  two cannot mix ; the very nature of Energy 
forbicls it. Only psychism can go  hancl-in-liantl with material gain or allure- 
ments, and psychisnl of the left hand ortler, such a s  ruins perpetrators (even 
the  self deceivecl) and victims, in other lives o r  in this. T h e  victims suffer 
because causes a re  blindly se t  in motion against  the innocent, or against the 
self seeking (othercvise ' <  innocent "), whose insitlious human weakness has 
laid them open to the poisonetl bait. Such causes ac t  by law ; their course 
cannot be stayed. Their  ICarmic effect is briefcompared to that which dogs 
the perpetrators of crimes against Humanity,  and of all such crimes that is 
the darkest which attacks men through their Icleals. I t  would be a crime 
impossible if men kept those Itleals pure, untouched by any material thought, 
held high like blazing torches against the darkness of our  Age. Our  faults 
make the crimes of our  brothers possible. On this plane, where, the forces 
of " evil," o r  separateness, greatly prevail, he is wise indeed who takes no 
s tep  not based upon Universal Brotherhootl, Spiritual Identity, and that has 
not, as its possible goal, the absolute, final Unity of All. Put  this test to all 
acts ; if they divorce from it, crucify them. Yet remember even ho\v far 
easier it is to fall than to stand ; to arraign than to be just. 

JULIUS. 

PATANJ.\LI'S YOGA PHILOSOPHI'.-This valuable book has hitherto I~een 
a n  annoyance to stuclents, since the Intlian edition, the only one al-ailal~le, llas 
i~affled readers by reason of the intolerable brackets and ol~scure  notes \\ it11 

wllich it is intel-larded. Yet in the face of these clefects many copies have heen 
purchased. T H E  PATH \\.ill issue an American etlition just a s  soon a s  the 
printer and binder can get  it out. 'This is really an  interpretation of tlle great 
Sageancl i s  cast in plain English. It \\ill he printed on gootl paper ail([ soltl at 
$1.25 postage free. Illtentling purchasers can order it a t  once. JVe have n o  
hesitation i n  recommending it to stuclentz. 
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LOUIS LAAIBEK L' \VI L'H - I N  IN'I'KODUCTI OX BY GEORGE FIIEDEI<IC PAR-  
SOSS, to the English translation by Katherine F. IVormerly. ( r S S y ,  I\'obt.)-is 
EYOS,, /;ilsfo~z, 121110, 2jSj.p.) This  e ~ c e l l e n t  translation of Honore de  Balzac's 
work is enriched and illuminatetl by h2r. Parsons' introduction, \vhich not 
only thoroughly acquaints the reader wlth the purpose of the story but shows 
the \vriter to be a theosophist like Ealzac hin~self. T h e  great  Frenchman Ivas 
thoroughly infused with mystical ideas and in his youth met  comracles whose 
thoughts were all bent upon spiritual things. W e  like the 1 5 5  pages of intro- 
duction quite a s  much as  the story. hlr. I'arsons arraigns in telling worcls 
dogmatic science which scouts the use of all imagination in the Hinclu, the  
spiritualist, o r  the theosophist while itself indulging in the wildest and most 
unprovable hypotheses imaginai~le.  How true this : " Every theory of the  
uni17erse advanced by science demands the acceptance of postulates which a re  
in most instances figments of the imagination, antl some of which go  counter 
to one of the primal laws of all scientific rese:trch, in positing contlitions 11 holly 
foreign to-experience. Of such is the atomic theory-\\ hich assumes the exis- 
tence,  a s  the base of matter,  of a botly possessing properties the like of which 
no body kno\vn to human percipience is entlonetl with. T h e  atom of science 
is absolutely solid ancl a1)solutely impenetral~le.  yet so tar as is l\no\\ 11 there 
a re  no absolutely solid ant1 al~solutely impenetrable bodies In nature. , , 

T h e  habit of accepting whatever comes to us \\ ith the endorsement of science 
causes men to think they comprehentl such statements, \I hereas in truth no 
story of a miracle can possibly I)e hartler to grasl)  1)y the reason alone. 
Science not only e r n p l o ~ s  the imagination freely, but requires from its votaries 
a constant elercise of faith," antl also, " IVhatever i s  is natural, and 
supernaturalism. . . . is a tlelusion. . . . Of the material worlcl 
beneath and around us \ve know that we are  able to c o g n i ~ e  but a small per- 
centage of existing phenomena ; . . . . a pzscs f io~ t  of n f e w  v i b ~ ( z f i o f t ~  17f 

flre e f h e r ,  vzoye OY Less makes for us all the cllfference between perception and 
non-perception." The  italics a re  ours. This introduction is valuable to  all  
theosophists. IVe cannot possil~ly tlo it justice in our  small space. It sho\vs 
a true theosophist's spirit and a real appreciation of the olcl time glory and 
po\\ e r  of the Indian sages. 

I1 1 U>lIX.lr1Eu BU~)DHIS\ I  OR 'THE TRUE SIRYASA.--\~~ have received 
this Pamphlet from Kansas City n here it is pu1)lishetl. It pretends to be writ- 
ten by Gautama I3utltlha for the purpose of correcting errors in his system, 
JYe thoroughly believe in the oltl ~)rophecy that " many false prophets \\.ill 
arise," and do not l~elieve that this :~llegecl Uucltlha is Gautama's reincar- 
nation. This  pamphlet is too full of historical, philological and pl~ilosopl~ical 
errors to he \vorth consitleration, but for fear some poorly reatl theosophists 
might be misled we refer to it. I t  cleclares that Budclha is a mythological Hindu 
character, that the Indian metaphysics devote no space to the nature of the 
soul and other glaring a s  well as ridiculous statements wholly without \,asis, 
and to crown all, a picture of Bucltlha wifh a Zofz'q b e a r d  (.') is given a s  frontis- 
piece. W e  hardly think that this new Sitlt1ha1-tha will reach even a s  high a s  
the great  Sankaracharya \vho \vas born after Butldha, and we ~vould  advise 
him to study a little more what  others have written. 



EUROPE.  

T H E  DCI:I IS LODGE has been very active since the visit tnatle by Dr.  
Keiglitley ancl LIr. il'illiam ( 2  Judge,  in Iiecemher last. T h e  remarks made 

the various persons a t  that meeting have been printed, and the Loclge has 
startetl the /lz~b/itt 7jI~oso$jlical JOZLYIZ(~/. Ne\v members are  reported as 
jo in~ng,  anti interest is rapidly increasing. T h e  members are  tlividecl into 
sections of three or four In each, ancl on J a n u a ~ p  3d ancl 17th papers lvere 
presented by some of the sections respecti\rely upon " Light on the Path " 
ant1 ' ' Karma,"  folio\\-ed 1)) protita1)le discussion. Every alternate Iliednes- 
(lay a n  open meeting is Ilelcl. Altogether the prospects for theosophical 
lvork in Ireland a re  br~ghtening.  

BRO. FRED. J. L ~ I C E ; ,  of the Dublin Lodge, visitecl the Blavatsky Lodge 
in January (luring the holiclays. 

INDIA.  

IT IS SUGGESTED to those who desire to do a good deed, that the various 
important magazines puhlishecl in Arncrica are  of great  use to the editor of 
The Thro.sn)hisf, and any \\.ell clisposed member  can subscribe in behalf of 
the eclitol-s, for such a s  Harper 's ,  Scribner's, Lippincott's, Atlantic hlonthly, 
Century, Popular Science Monthly, North American Review, T h e  Forum,  
and  others. T h e  address to be useel is : "Editor Theosophist, Aclyar, JIadras,  
India." 

COL. H .  S OLCOTT has by this time reached Japan, where  he will speak 
in various temples ant1 puhlic places upon Theosophy anel Bucldhism. It is 
expected that the formation of n e w  Branches will follow his progress. Inas- 
~ n u c h  a s  the Intlian section of the Society has al~olished compulsory fees 
there and now tlepencls upon voluntary contributions for defraying es-  
penses, Col. Olcott during his tour \ \ i l l  place l ~ o s e s  a t  the cloors of the places 
lvhere lle \vill speak, tor the reception ot the off'erings of those \vllo have an  
interest in the Ivork. 

The American Section will continue to send to India, a s  heretofore, a 
prol~or t io i~  of its receipts fro111 clues ant1 fees. 

T H E  G E S E K A L  CONVENTION A T  ADYAR.  

The  attendance a t  the Convention Ivas not a s  large this year a s  formerly, 
owing to a National Political Congress held a t  Allahahad. 

T h e  meetings continued for three clays, and an important feature was an 
won in address by the Japanese delegate, I I r .  Zenshiro Nogouchi, upon reli,' 

Japan. This address Ivas delivered in a puhlic hall in J ladras ,  which was 
fillet1 to overflowing, thousancls being turned a\va)i. 
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In the President's atldress to the Convention he said that the increase in 
Branches for the last year \vas mainly confined to the United States. His sta- 
tistics of growth are  interesting, as  : 

YEAR. 

Charters up  to claw of year . ... . . 

The  total nunl l~er  of live Branches reportetl \\.as 173, tli5rril)uted thus : 
Bengal, 26 ; I k h a r ,  8 ; N. W. I'.. Oucle ant1 I'unjal). 23 ; Cent. I'ro\ ., 4 ; I;onl- 
bay, 7 ;  Kathia\\ar.  2 ; JIatlras. 46 ;  Ceylon, 10 ; Burnlah, ; ; I:nglantl. 4; 
Scotlantl, 2 ; Irelantl, I ; France, :! ; Austria, I ; GI-eece, 2 ; I-Iolla~i~l,  I ; 

Russia, I ; West India, 2 ; Africa, I ; Australasia, 2 ; Japan, I ; L-n~tetl 
States, 2 3 ,  (110\\7 26). 

The  African T .  S. is a t  Queenstown, Cape Colony, and that in J a p a ~ ~ ,  a t  
Kioto. 

The  ofice of Trice-I'resident has been revived, ant1 that of COI-respo~itl ir~g 
Secretary contirmetl in H. P. 1Sla1-atsky, ant1 a rule ~ ) , ~ \ s e t l  that at  I ~ e r  t l t . , l t l l  

no  one shall be elected to the vacancy. The 011-ject of hal ing n 7i71ce PI-esi- 
dent is to provide for the contingency of Col. Olcott's death. I n  that case the 
Vice-President acts \ ~ h i l e  collecting votes for a new President. 

The  officers elected are  as  follows : 

Presilz'elz t. -COL. H. S. OI~COTT. 

Corres2"/o~ztZin~r Secretary.-H. P. BLAVATSKY. 

Vice. ~ ' re s i r~e~ t t . -W11 ,1~1~h l  (1. JUDGE. 

Secretaries.--C. \V. LEADBEATER, ARCHIEALD KEIGHTLEY, ~VILLIALI  
Q. JUDGE, RICHARD HARTE. 

Recordi~zg Secrefnry.-T. VIJIARAGHAVA CHARLU. 

Treasurer.-C. R A ~ I I A H .  

Asst. Trensz~rer.-T. VIJIARAGHAVA CHARLU. 

AJIERICA. 

THE GESF.R.IL CONVENTION \\rill be heltl in Chicago, April 28, 1889. 
The place of meeting is in the I'al~ner House .Issernl)ly Rooms. 11 large at- 
tentlance is expectecl, and very interesting ljapers will be reacl l>y prominent 
members. 

B R ~ .  ALEXANI)I:I: I;CI,T,ERTON. who has 1)een doing such valuable woi-1; 
for the past two years in the i3.rl'H office anti for the T .  S., left New Yol-li tor 
Lontlon, February 16 th ,  on important ljusiness for H. P. Bla~atsl,y. T h e  
PArH staff is thus recluced, anti sul~scr ihers  as  n7ell a s  correspo~ltlents must 
11e satisfiecl with the briefest replies to inquiries until Uro. Fullerton's place i s  
in some way filled-a rather difficult problem. 



THEOSOPHICAL ACTIVITIES.  

T h e  NEW YORK T. S. HEADQUARTERS will be moved on March 1st to 
21 Park Row, Iioom 47, from I 17  Nassau street. The  new rooms are  larger 
arid in a better builtling. IVe shall now be able to turn round, and the 
numerous interesting pictures ant1 other things will be better appreciated. 
A11 the best theosophical hooks will be kept on hand for members and visitors 
to read. 

XRYAS T. S. ,  N. Y.-The meetings of this Branch have been \\-ell 
attentletl. Interesting tliscussions on Universal Brotherhootl, Culture of 
Concentration, ant1 other topics have been heltl. A paper showing ~ v h y  
Xclel~t Gurus, or  Teachers, are  not yet needed by the general run of theoso- 
phists, \\-as read not long ago ant1 \\.ill soon be printetl in the I'A'I'H. 

I3os,rox T. S.-At the last election Bro. J. Ransom Britlge was made 
Presiclent, and  I3ro. E. I. I<. Noyes, Cor. Sec'y. 

Lo:', ASCEI~ES ,  C.~I,.-THE Sr\ ' r \v.~ I ~ K ~ ~ N C H  T .  S. is a neuT one just or- 
p n i / e t l  here. Its charter is tlntetl l'e11rua1-y IS ,  1889; President, Samuel 
Calhoun; Secretary, 311-s. E l i ~ a t ~ e t h  Hughes, No. 247 So. Spring Street, Los 
Angeles, California. 

AN EARNEST THEOSOPHIST has begun to write suggestions for Discus- 
sions by Branches, and \\rill furnish some for each month, to begin with the 
April issue of the PATH. Lye hope that all Uranclies will take them up and  
send us abstracts of each cliscussion, which we will gladly print. 

Every m a n  contains within himself the potentiality of eternal death a n d  
the potentiality of Immortality, equilibrated by the power of choice. 

H e  who lives in  one  color of the rainbow is blind to  the rest. Live in 
the light diffused through the entire arc, and you will know it all. 

Every time the Hindu  pronounces the word Owz, he renews his alle- 
giance to the divine potentiality enshrined within the soul. 

People tall< of the devil. For  my part I have seen him ; he was in m y  
own heart. 

The  Higher Self knows that highest home of Brahman, in which all is con- 
tained and shines brightly. The  wise who, without desiring happiness, worship 
tha t  Person, are not born again. 

The  eternal spirit is everywhere. I ts  hands,  feet, eyes, head and ears are  
everywhere ; it stands encompassing all in the world.Gjtr?zishnds. 

OM. 
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